
THE TITLE OF THE STORY:

PETER PAN by J. M. Barrie

WHAT’S THE BASIC IDEA?

It’s about a fl ying boy called Peter from a world called Neverland, 

who meets a girl called Wendy and whisks her off to his fantasy 

land of fairies, pirates and crocodiles where they can be children for ever.

WHO’S IN IT?

The hero is Peter Pan, a boy who can fl y and never grows up.

Peter meets Wendy Darling, who lives in London with two younger brothers, Michael and John. 

Their nanny is a dog called Nana.

In Neverland, Peter’s gang of Lost Boys includes Tootles, Nibs, Slightly, Curly and the Twins.

Other characters are Tiger Lily, an Indian princess, and Tinker Bell, Peter Pan’s bossy fairy.

The villain is Captain James Hook, an evil pirate who hates Peter because he cut off Hook’s hand 

during a sword fight, and fed it to a crocodile which has followed Hook ever since. Hook made the 

crocodile swallow a clock, so the ticking warns him when it’s coming.

WHERE AND WHEN DOES IT TAKE PLACE?

The story begins in early twentieth-century London, in wealthy Kensington. Once Peter arrives, we fl y 

to Neverland, an island reached by ‘following the second star to the right, and straight on till morning.’ 

Neverland has many inlets, creeks and coves, inside which magical creatures and characters live.

The character of Peter Pan, created by James Matthew Barrie, first appeared in his novel The Little White Bird, 
published in the UK by Hodder & Stoughton in 1902 and serialised in the US. But Barrie’s more famous and enduring 

work, Peter Pan, or The Boy Who Wouldn’t Grow Up, had its first stage performance on 27 December 1904.

If Peter Pan was an entry in the 
Big Idea Competition, what would it look like?

ENTRY EXAMPLE



WHAT HAPPENS?

 

BEGINNING: A boy called Peter listens in on Mrs. Darling’s bedtime stories to her children. One night 

he is spotted through the open window, and in his rush to escape, he loses his shadow. On returning 

for it, Peter wakes Wendy. She offers to reattach his shadow and they become friends.

Peter invites Wendy to Neverland to meet his gang, the Lost Boys, children who were once lost in a 

park nearby. Wendy agrees and her brothers John and Michael go too, along with Peter’s fairy, Tinker 

Bell.

The children are blown out of the air by a ship’s cannon and Wendy is nearly killed by an arrow. Peter 

and the Lost Boys build a ‘Wendy House’ for her to recover in, and John and Michael join the Lost 

Boys’ gang.

Wendy becomes a mother to Peter’s band, and Peter takes the Darlings on many adventures, the first 

one at Mermaids’ Lagoon. Here, Peter and the Lost Boys save the princess Tiger Lily, and become 

involved in a battle with pirates led by evil Captain Hook. Wendy becomes homesick and wants to 

take the boys back home, but before she can, she and her brothers are captured by Hook’s pirates 

while Peter sleeps. When Peter wakes, he learns from Tinker Bell what has happened and heads to 

Captain Hook’s ship. On the way, he meets the ticking crocodile. 

ENDING: Peter and Hook do battle. Finally Peter kicks Hook into the jaws of the waiting crocodile 

and Hook dies. Peter takes control of the ship and sails back to London. Wendy decides to stay at 

home, but she brings all the Lost Boys back to London with her. Her mother offers to adopt them all, 

including Peter, but he refuses, afraid that he will be forced to grow up if he leaves Neverland. Peter 

promises to return for Wendy every spring.

WHO’S THE STORY FOR?

Boys and girls between 8 and 12 years who love the idea of a world where 

anything can happen and being a child lasts for ever. It’s got to be 

exciting, magical and sometimes funny. 

TOTAL WORD COUNT: 577 words


